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IMPORTANT DAYS
1. International Day of Older Persons: 01 October

 International Day of Older Persons is observed globally on 1st October
every year. The day aims to raise awareness about issues affecting the
elderly, such as senescence and elder abuse, and appreciate the
contributions that older people make to society. The theme of
International Day of Older Persons 2021: Digital Equity for All Ages.
 History:
 On 14 December 1990, the United Nations General Assembly designated
October 1 as the International Day of Older Persons (resolution 45/106).
This was preceded by initiatives such as the Vienna International Plan of
Action on Ageing, which was adopted by the 1982 World Assembly on
Ageing and endorsed later that year by the UN General Assembly.
2. World Vegetarian Day: 01 October
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 World Vegetarian Day is observed annually on October 1 globally to
raise awareness about the ethical, environmental, health, and
humanitarian benefits of a vegetarian lifestyle. World Vegetarian Day is
celebrated to emphasize environmental considerations, animal welfare
and rights issues and personal health benefits to encourage people into
ditching animal products. The full week between October 1–7 is observed
as the International Vegetarian Week (IVW).
 History:
 Vegetarianism was frequently referred to as a Pythagorean Diet, before
the popularization of the term ‘vegetarian’ in the mid-1800s. Ancient
Greek philosopher and mathematician Pythagoras was an early advocate
for the diet hence, it was named after him. Established by the North
American Vegetarian Society in 1977 and endorsed by the International
Vegetarian Union in 1978, World Vegetarian Day is observed annually
around the globe on October 1.
3. International Coffee Day: 01 October

 Every year, International Coffee Day is observed on October 1, to
celebrate and promote the use of coffee. There are many who believe that
coffee might pose ill effects on their health, therefore, on this day people
are educated about the various benefits of this beverage. On International
Coffee Day, the hard work and efforts of these workers and people who
are associated with the coffee industry are also recognised.
 Significance:
 Considering the number of sectors and workers involved, the day is not
only observed to cherish the beverage but also to voice out for the
injustices suffered by the sector and the people associated with it. The
day also aims to promote the fair trade of coffee and bring the plight of
coffee growers across the globe to the limelight.
 History of the day:
 For the first time, International Coffee Day was celebrated back in 2015.
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The International Coffee Organisation (ICO) decided to dedicate the day
to all coffee lovers in 2014, but the first official Coffee Day was launched
in 2015 in Milan. However, different countries celebrate their own
national coffee days on different dates. Back in 1997, the ICO first
celebrated International Coffee Day in China and later in 2009, it
celebrated the day in Taiwan. Nepal observed the first International
Coffee Day on November 17, 2005.
4. Gandhi Jayanti 2021: Remembering the Gandhi

 Every year 2nd October is celebrated as a Gandhi Jayanti to remember
the birth anniversary of the father of our nation Mahatma Gandhi. The
year 2021 marks the 152nd birth anniversary of the global peace icon
who was born on 2 October 1869, in Porbandar in Gujarat. This day is
referred to as Gandhi Jayanti in India.
 On 15 June 2007, the United Nations General Assembly voted to
establish 2 October as the International Day of Non-Violence. The
International Day of Non-Violence is observed on 2 October, the birthday
of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the Indian independence movement and
pioneer of the philosophy and strategy of non-violence. The International
Day is an occasion to “disseminate the message of non-violence,
including through education and public awareness”.
 The leadership of Mahatma Gandhi:
 Gandhi, who helped lead India to independence, has been the inspiration
for non-violent movements for civil rights and social change across the
world. Throughout his life, Gandhi remained committed to his belief in
non-violence even under oppressive conditions and in the face of
seemingly insurmountable challenges.
 The theory behind his actions, which included encouraging massive civil
disobedience to British law as with the historic Salt March of 1930, was
that “just means lead to just ends”; that is, it is irrational to try to use
violence to achieve a peaceful society. He believed that Indians must not
use violence or hatred in their fight for freedom from colonialism.
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 Gandhi Jayanti 2021: Significance
 Gandhi was a preacher of non-violence. He had also played a major role
in the Indian independence movement. On 6th July 1944, Subhash
Chandra Bose addressed Gandhi as “The Father of the Nation” and on 28
April 1947, Sarojini Naidu during a conference also referred to Gandhi as
“Father of the Nation.” Few Important events done by Mahatma Gandhi
are listed below:
 1913 – Gandhi’s activism and arrest in South Africa
 1917 – Gandhi established Sabarmati Ashram
 1920-1922 – Non-Cooperation Movement
 1921 – Gandhi was given exclusive authority over the Indian National
Congress
 1930 – Salt (Dandi) March
 1942 – Quit India Movement
 1947 – British Declared Indian Independence

SPORTS
1. Tokyo Olympic medalist Rupinder Pal Singh announces retirement from
hockey

 The Olympic bronze medal-winning Indian hockey player, Rupinder Pal
Singh has announced his retirement from international hockey to make
way for young and talented players. The 30-year-old Rupinder
represented the Indian hockey team in 223 matches in his 13 years
hockey career. Rupinder was part of the Indian hockey team that won the
bronze medal in the 2020 Summer Tokyo Olympics, held in July –
August 2021.
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2. Professional boxer Manny Pacquiao announces retirement from boxing

 After 26 years and 72 professional bouts, Former world champion Manny
Pacquiao announced his retirement from professional boxing. He made
his professional debut in 1995 at age 16. He became the first boxer to win
the lineal championship in five different weight classes and is the only
boxer to hold world championships across four different decades. He held
the welterweight title as recently as 2019 at age 40.
3. India women team played their first-ever pink-ball test

 The first pink-ball day and night Test match between India and Australian
women team at the Carrara Oval in Queenslandon, Australia on 30th
September. The BCCI and Cricket Australia wish to slot in a Test in the
full series they play going forward. The Indian team lead by Mithali Raj.
 Australia played the first pink-ball Test against England in 2017 in
Sydney during the women’s Ashes. The two teams last played a Test in
Adelaide in 2006 when Australia won convincingly. Jhulan Goswami is
one of two survivors from that Test along with Mithali Raj.
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APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS
1. NSDL appointed Padmaja Chunduru as MD & CEO

 Padmaja Chunduru has been appointed as the managing director and
chief executive officer (MD & CEO) of National Securities Depositories
(NSDL). She has replaced GV Nageswara Rao as the MD & CEO of
NSDL. In India, there are two depositories namely National Securities
Depositories Ltd (NSDL) and Central Securities Depositories Ltd
(CDSL). Both the depositories hold our financial securities.
 About the Padmaja Chunduru:
 Padmaja Chunduru is a Post Graduate in Commerce from Andhra
University. She has around 37 years of experience in the banking domain.
She has served as MD & CEO of the Indian Bank from September 2018
to August 2021. She has extensive experience in stakeholder
management, digital transformation, regulatory affairs, international
experience and driving innovation with a focus on delivering growth and
enhancing value.
2. Vinod Aggrawal appointed ASDC president

1st Oct. to 2nd Oct. 2021

 The Automotive Skills Development Council (ASDC) has appointed
automobile industry veteran Vinod Aggarwal as its president. Aggarwal,
who is currently the managing director and CEO of VE Commercial
Vehicles Ltd (VECV), replaces Nikunj Sanghi, who will leave ASDC
after serving it for four years.
 ASDC was set up a decade ago and is promoted by the top industry
associations — SIAM, ACMA and FADA — along with the central
government and the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC). It
is a sector skills council for the auto industry, which aims to make the
country self-sufficient to sustain the growth and competitiveness of the
automotive industry.
3. Sunil Kataria elected as the chairman of the ISA

 The newly elected Executive Council of the Indian Society of Advertisers
(ISA) has elected Sunil Kataria, Chief Executive Officer, India and
SAARC, Godrej Consumer Products Limited as the Chairman of the ISA.
Sunil has led the Society over the past five years to greater heights
garnering support from the fellow Executive Council members, the ISA
members and other industry bodies.
 About the ISA:
 ISA is the apex national body as a strong voice to advertisers over the last
69 years. Its cross-sector advertiser members contribute to more than half
of the annual national non-governmental ad spends. ISA, which is a
founder member of the World Federation of Advertisers (WFA) and one
of the founders of ASCI, continues to partner with other industry bodies
that connect to the advertisers. The ISA played a significant role in the
formation of BARC and is closely partnering with it towards advertisers
getting robust and credible data.

AWARDS AND HONOURS
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No Major Updates

NATIONAL
1. PM Modi chairs 38th PRAGATI Meeting

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has chaired the 38th PRAGATI meeting
to review multiple projects, grievances and programmes of central and
state government. PRAGATI stands for Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation. In the meeting, eight projects were taken for
review having a cumulative cost of around Rs 50,000 crore. 297 projects
worth Rs. 14.39 lakh crore has been reviewed so far in the previous 37
PRAGATI meetings.
 About the PRAGATI:
 PRAGATI is an ambitious multi-purpose and multi-modal platform,
launched in March 2015, by PM Modi as a unique integrating and
interactive platform, aimed at addressing common man’s grievances and
simultaneously monitoring and reviewing important programmes and
projects of the Government of India as well as projects flagged by State
Governments.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1. Amazon India launched its Global Computer Science Education
programme

 E-commerce major Amazon India has announced the launch of Amazon
Future Engineer, its global computer science education programme in
India. The programme will enable access to quality computer science
education and career opportunities for students from underrepresented
and underserved communities. In the first year of its launch, Amazon
aims to enable and deliver learning opportunities to more than 1 lakh
students from 900 government and aided schools across seven states in
India.
 About the programme:
 Amazon Future Engineer aims to address the gap by bringing early
exposure and access to computer science education to students through
in-person, online and blended learning formats.
 Amazon is working with its global knowledge partner Code.org, a global
non-profit organization dedicated to computer science education.
 Amazon Future Engineer programme in India will focus on the students
of 6-12 class and it will also provide training to teachers for teaching
computer science in a more engaging way.
 Amazon is running this kind of programme in the US, the UK, Canada,
and France.

