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BANKING / FINANCIAL / ECONOMICAL NEWS
1. PNB launches “6S Campaign “ under customer outreach programme

 Punjab National Bank (PNB) has launched ‘6S Campaign’ under a
customer outreach programme to extend financial services at a
concessional rate during the festival season. The ‘6S Campaign’
encapsulates different schemes such as – Swabhiman, Samruddhi,
Sampark and Shikhar, Sankalp and Swagat. The objective is to drive a
special awareness campaign for the development of financial services in
the country and to accelerate credit growth, improve penetration of social
security schemes and drive digital banking push.
 About the ‘6S Campaign’ programme
 Through Swabhimaan, the Bank aims to aggressively push the financial
inclusion agenda by deepening penetration of the three Jan Suraksha or
Social Security Schemes pertaining to the insurance and pension sector
namely, Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Yojana, and Atal Pension Yojana.
 Under the Samruddhi scheme, Bank aims to drive credit outreach for the
agricultural sector which is the cornerstone of the Indian economy.
 Under Shikhar, Sankalp and Swagat schemes, the Bank has devised
special rates of interest to drive credit offtake in the retail and MSME
sector. In addition, focussed products and customer segments have also
been identified for targeted outreach in line with the Bank’s broader
strategic agenda.
 Within the ambit of Digital Outreach and Service Delivery, Bank would
run a Sampark campaign, aimed at driving penetration of its flagship
mobile application, PNB One.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
1. World Post Day: 9th October

 World Post Day is celebrated each year on October 9 globally. The
purpose of World Post Day is to create awareness of the role of the postal
sector in people’s and businesses’ everyday lives and its contribution to
the social and economic development of countries. The theme of 2021
World Post Day is “Innovate to recover.”
 History of World Post Day:
 World Post Day is celebrated each year on 9 October, the anniversary of
the establishment of the Universal Postal Union in 1874 in the Swiss
Capital, Bern. It was declared World Post Day by the UPU Congress held
in Tokyo, Japan in 1969. Since then, countries across the world
participate annually in the celebrations. Posts in many countries use the
event to introduce or promote new postal products and services.
2. World Migratory Bird Day 2021: 9th October

 Every year, World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is officially celebrated
twice in a year since it started in 2006. Firstly it is held on the Second
Saturday of May and again on the Second Saturday of October. In 2021,
the WMBBD falls on May 08, 2021, and October 09, 2021. The theme
for 2021 WMBD is “Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird!”
 Significance of the day:
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 The day is observed to spread awareness for the need to conserve
migratory birds and their habitats. The day is organized by a collaborative
partnership among two UN treaties namely the Convention on Migratory
Species (CMS) and the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird
Agreement (AEWA) and the Colorado-based non-profit organization,
Environment for the Americas (EFTA).
3. World Day against the Death Penalty: 10 th October

 The World Day Against the Death Penalty is observed every year on 10
October. It is a day to advocate for the abolition of the death penalty and
to raise awareness of the conditions and the circumstances which affect
prisoners with death sentences. The theme for 2021 is “Women
Sentenced to Death: An Invisible Reality.”
 History of the day:
 The day was first organised by the World Coalition Against the Death
Penalty in 2003. 2021 marks the 19th World Day Against the Death
Penalty.
4. World Mental Health Day: 10th October

 World Mental Health Day is observed every year on 10 October globally
for global mental health education, awareness and advocacy against
social stigma. The overall objective of World Mental Health Day is to
raise awareness of mental health issues around the world and to mobilize
efforts in support of mental health. The theme for World Mental Health
Day 2021 is ‘Mental health in an unequal world’.
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 History and Significance of World Mental Health Day:
 World Mental Health Day was first observed on October 10, 1992, as an
annual activity of the World Federation for Mental Health. The Day
provides an opportunity for all stakeholders working on mental health
issues to talk about their work, and what more needs to be done to make
mental health care a reality for people worldwide.
5. National Postal Day: 10th October

 In India, the National Postal Day is celebrated annually on 10 October, as
an extension of World Post Day, which is celebrated on 9 October. The
Day aims to commemorate the role played by the Indian postal
department for the past 150 years, which was founded in 1854 by Lord
Dalhousie. Indian postal service is an integral part of India. The postal
services in India have given the best performance despite the diversity in
culture, tradition and difficult geographical terrains.
 India’s PIN Code system:
 PIN in Pincode stands for Postal Index Number. The 6-digit PIN system
was introduced by Shriram Bhikaji Velankar, an additional secretary in
the Union Ministry of Communications on 15 August 1972. The first
digit of the PIN code marks the region. The second digit denotes the subregion. The third digit marks the district. The last three digits show the
post office under which a particular address falls.
6. International Day of the Girl Child: 11th October
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 The International Day of the Girl Child (also known as Day of Girls and
the International Day of Girls) is observed annually on October 11 since
2012. This international observance day was declared by the United
Nations to raise awareness of issues facing girls internationally
surrounding education, nutrition, child marriage, legal and medical rights.
The theme for 2021 International Day of the Girl Child is “Digital
generation. Our generation”.
 History of the day:
 In 1995 at the World Conference on Women in Beijing countries
unanimously adopted the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action –
the most progressive blueprint ever for advancing the rights of not only
women but girls. The Beijing Declaration is the first to specifically call
out girls’ rights.
 On December 19, 2011, United Nations General Assembly adopted
Resolution 66/170 to declare October 11 as the International Day of the
Girl Child, to recognize girls’ rights and the unique challenges girls face
around the world.

SPORTS
1. Germany unveils Euro 2024 championship

 Germany has unveiled the logo for soccer’s 2024 European
Championship during a ceremony with a light show in the stadium that
will hold the final. The logo features an outline of the Henri Delaunay
Cup — the bulbous tournament trophy — set on a coloured oval outline
that resembles the Olympiastadion’s roof. It features colours from the
flags of UEFA’s 55 member nations, set in 24 slices around the trophy to
represent the 24 teams that will ultimately qualify for the tournament in
Germany.
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 Logos for each of the 10 host cities; Berlin, Cologne, Dortmund,
Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Gelsenkirchen, Hamburg, Leipzig, Munich and
Stuttgart were also presented. The tournament is due to be played in June
and July 2024 with the match schedule to be confirmed next year.
 History:
 Germany hosted the World Cup in 2006, with the final held in the
refurbished Olympiastadion. The stadium was originally built for the
1936 Olympic Games hosted by Nazi Germany. West Germany also
hosted the World Cup in 1974 and the European Championship in 1988.
2. Wrestler Anshu Malik becomes 1st Indian woman to win World
Championships Silver

 At the 2021 World Wrestling Championships, Indian wrestler Anshu
Malik created history as she became the first Indian women finalist at the
World Championship, and also the first female player from India to claim
a silver medal. The 19-year old Anshu settled for a silver medal after
losing to 2016 Olympic champion Helen Lousie Maroulis of the United
States in a 57kg freestyle bout.
 Till date, Indian women wrestlers Alka Tomar (2006), Geeta Phogat
(2012), Babita Phogat (2012), Pooja Dhanda (2018) and Vinesh Phogat
(2019) have been able to win a bronze each. Wrestler Sushil Kumar
(2010) is the lone wrestler from India to win World Championship till
date. Besides this, Sarita Mor claimed her maiden medal by winning
bronze in the 59kg category at the 2021 World Wrestling Championships
being held at Oslo, Norway from October 02 to 10, 2021.

9th to 11th Oct. 2021

3. Valtteri Bottas Wins Turkish Grand Prix 2021

 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) has won the F1 Turkish Grand Prix
2021, held on October 10, 2021. This is his first title of this season. Max
Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) came second while Sergio Perez
(Mexico- Red Bull) finished third. Meanwhile, Lewis Hamilton finished
fifth.

APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS
No Major Updates

AWARDS AND HONOURS
1. The Nobel Prize in economics Sciences 2021 announced

 The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has decided to award the
Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred
Nobel 2021 with one half to David Card (University of California,
Berkeley, USA) “for his empirical contributions to labour economics”.
The other half jointly to Joshua Angrist (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge, USA) and Guido Imbens (Stanford University,
USA) “for their methodological contributions to the analysis of causal
relationships”.
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 This year’s Laureates – David Card, Joshua Angrist and Guido Imbens –
have provided us with new insights about the labour market and shown
what conclusions about cause and effect can be drawn from natural
experiments. Their approach has spread to other fields and revolutionised
empirical research.
 About the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences:
 In 1968, Sveriges Riksbank (Sweden’s central bank) established the Prize
in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel, founder of the Nobel
Prize. The Prize is based on a donation received by the Nobel Foundation
in 1968 from Sveriges Riksbank on the occasion of the Bank’s 300th
anniversary. The first Prize in Economic Sciences was awarded to Ragnar
Frisch and Jan Tinbergen in 1969.
 The Prize in Economic Sciences is awarded by the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences, Stockholm, Sweden, according to the same
principles as for the Nobel Prizes that have been awarded since 1901.
2. Malayalam writer benyamin bags Vayalar Award

 Well-known Malayalam writer Benyamin has bagged the 45th Vayalar
Ramavarma Memorial Literary Award for his book “Manthalirile 20
Communist Varshangal”. The prestigious award, instituted by the
Vayalar Ramavarma Memorial Trust, comprises a cash prize of Rs 1
lakh, a sculpture designed by renowned sculptor Kanayi Kunhiraman and
a citation.
 A political satire, the novel revolves around a nondescript village called
Manthalir and the influence of religion and politics in its culture in two
decades. It was chosen for recognition by an expert panel comprising
writers K R Meera, George Onakkoor and C Unnikrishnan.
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3. Astronautical Society of India Confers Aryabhata Award to G Satheesh
Reddy

 Secretary DDR&D and Chairman DRDO Dr G Satheesh Reddy has been
conferred the prestigious Aryabhata Award by the Astronautical Society
of India (ASI) for his outstanding lifetime contribution to the promotion
of astronautics in India. Dr Reddy is a pioneer in the area of R&D of
advanced avionics, navigation, and missile technologies.
 Dr Reddy has contributed immensely to strategic and tactical missile
systems and helped the country become self-reliant in critical defence
technologies. He is an institution builder and has set up mechanisms to
establish robust defence development and production ecosystem.
 About the ASI:
 The ASI is engaged in the dissemination of technical and other
information related to astronautics by conducting technical meetings,
bringing out technical publications and organising exhibitions.
4. Telugu Filmmaker B Gopal Chosen fore Satyjit Ray Award
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 Well-known Telugu filmmaker B Gopal, alias Bejawada Gopal, has been
chosen for the fourth Satyajit Ray Award for his overall contribution to
Indian cinema. Gopal has directed 30 films Telugu films and two Hindi
movies. He was selected by a panel comprising Malayalam filmmaker
Balu Kiriyath, music director Perumbavoor G Raveendranath and others.
 The award is instituted by the Satyajit Ray Film Society Kerala, a statebased organisation, the award comprises Rs 10,000 cash prize, a
memento, and a plaque.

NATIONAL
1. India Joins High Ambition Coalition for nature and people

 India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and
People, a group of more than 70 countries encouraging the adoption of
the global goal to protect at least 30 per cent of the world’s land and
ocean by 2030 (30×30). India is the first of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa) bloc of major emerging economies to join
the HAC.
 India’s announcement comes in the lead up to a high-level biodiversity
meeting in China from October 11 to 15. India joining the High Ambition
Coalition is a real game-changer and will boost our multilateral efforts.
Stating that India is a major player for biodiversity protection, the French
ambassador informed that this coalition aims to promote an international
agreement to protect at least 30 % the of world’s land and ocean by 2030.
2. Jyotiraditya M. Scindia flags off the Doon Drone Mela

9th to 11th Oct. 2021

 Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Jyotiraditya M. Scindia has flagged off
the Doon Drone Mela 2021 in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. Minister flagged
off the event with a paragliding demonstration and also interacted with
the drone companies exhibiting their prototypes at the Doon Drone Mela.
The day marked the demonstration of the Drone & Aerosports
Demonstrations that included a paragliding demonstration by the Border
Security Force, a Paramotor demonstration by Harsh Sachan, and an
agriculture spraying drone demonstration by IoTechWorld Aviation &
Dhaksha.
 Furthermore, the event also included an emergency search & response
drone demonstration with an indigenously 3D-printed drone by the Drone
Application and Research Centre (DARC) & State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF). It was followed by a brief survey drone demonstration by
the Aarav Unmanned Systems (AUS) under the SVAMITVA Scheme
along with a training drone demonstration by Sqn Ldr Varsha Kukreti
(Retd).

INTERNATIONAL
No Major Updates

DEFENCE
1. India-UK Joint Company Level Military Exercise “Ajeya Warrior” begins

 The 6th Edition of India–UK Joint Company Level Military Training
EXERCISE AJEYA WARRIOR has commenced at Chaubatia,
Uttarakhand. The exercise is part of an initiative to develop
interoperability and sharing expertise with friendly foreign nations.
Armies would familiarise themselves with each other’s weapons,
equipment, tactics, techniques, etc.
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 The troops of the two countries will also share the experiences that they
have learnt during the conduct of several military operations in their
respective countries and overseas engagements. The exercise will
conclude with a gruelling 48 hours exercise to validate the performance
of both armies in conducting joint military operations in a semi-urban
environment.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1. First Malaria Vaccine Approved by W.H.O.

 World Health Organization (WHO) is recommending widespread use of
the RTS,S/AS01 (RTS,S) malaria vaccine among children in sub-Saharan
Africa and in other regions with moderate to high P. falciparum malaria
transmission. The recommendation is based on results from an ongoing
pilot programme in Ghana, Kenya & Malawi that has reached more than
800 000 children since 2019.
 The vaccine is developed by British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline (GSK).
Many vaccines exist against viruses and bacteria but this was the first
time that the WHO recommended broad use of a vaccine against a human
parasite. The vaccine acts against Plasmodium falciparum, one of five
parasite species and the most deadly. The symptoms of malaria are fever,
headaches, and muscle pain, then cycles of chills, fever, and sweating.
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OBITUARIES
1. “Father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb” A.Q. Khan passes away

 Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, the man regarded as the “Father of Pakistan’s
nuclear bomb”, has passed away, He was 85. The atomic scientist, Dr
Khan was hailed as a national hero for transforming Pakistan into the
world’s first Islamic nuclear power and for his contributions in enhancing
the country’s defence capabilities.
2. Abolhassan Banisadr, Iran’s first president passes away

 Abolhassan Banisadr, Iran’s first president after the country’s 1979
Islamic Revolution who fled Tehran after being impeached for
challenging the growing power of clerics as the nation became a
theocracy, died. He was 88. He was elected president in 1980, Banisadr
was impeached 16 months after taking office for challenging the growing
power of clerics.
 Banisadr then served as Iran’s minister of economics and foreign affairs
and, with the help of the Islamic clergy, became president. He faced huge
difficulties from the start, including the US embassy hostage crisis and
the Iran-Iraq war but, above all, the opposition of fundamentalist clerics.

MISCELLANEOUS
No Major Updates

