10th Sept. to 14th Sept 2021

BANKING / FINANCIAL / ECONOMICAL NEWS
1. Karnataka bank launches POS device “WisePOSEGo”

 The Karnataka Bank has launched an all-in-one Point-of-Sales (POS)
swiping machine dubbed as ‘WisePOSGo’, for its merchant customers to
process business payments. The private sector lender has rolled out this
POS device in collaboration with Mswipe Technologies Pvt Ltd. The
introduction of ‘WisePOSGo’ is yet another step in the direction of
expanding the digital payment infrastructure in the country and promote a
cashless economy.
 About the “WisePOSGo”:
 WisePOSGo is a compact, lightweight and user-friendly device, designed
to keep in view the specific cost-centric requirements of the bank’s
MSME customers.
 Apart from processing payments, merchants can also make calls using the
WisePOSGo swiping machine.
 This device is an all-in-one swiping machine loaded with advanced
features such as contactless payment, mobile phone, QR code, pay by
link, magstripe and barcode scanner.
 The ease of processing transactions through ‘WisePOSGo’ will help the
bank’s retail and MSME customers augment their businesses by
providing their consumers with a convenient and flexible way of
shopping.
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2. RBI removes lending curbs on UCO Bank

 Reserve Bank of India has taken public sector lender UCO Bank out of
the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework on improvement in
financial and credit profile. This decision gives the bank more freedom
for lending, especially to corporations and grow the network, subject to
prescribed norms. The Kolkata-based lender was placed under PCA in
May 2017 on account of high Net Net-Performing Assets (NPAs) and
negative Return on Assets (RoAs).
 Following UCO Bank’s exit, two banks — Indian Overseas Bank and
Central Bank of India — remain under PCA. The central bank uses the
PCA framework to rein in banks that have breached certain regulatory
thresholds in bad loans and capital adequacy. PCA entails curbs on highrisk lending, setting aside more money on provisions and restrictions on
management salary.
3. Govt. appoints merchant bankers for managing IPO of LIC
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 The government of India has appointed 10 merchant bankers for
managing the Initial Public Offering of Life Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC). The IPO of LIC is likely to be launched in the JanuaryMarch quarter of 2022. The role of merchant bankers in the case of IPO is
of Issue management, Promotional activities, Credit syndication, Project
counselling, and Portfolio management, etc.
4. Bank of Baroda’s launches digital platform “bob World”

 Bank of Baroda has announced the launch of its digital banking platform
named ‘bob World’. The aim of the platform is to provide all banking
services under one roof. The pilot test of the platform began on August
23, 2021. Over 220 services will be converged into one single app,
covering nearly 95 per cent of all retail banking services, which can be
accessed by customers domestically and globally.
 About the app:
 bob World’ will offer a wide gamut of banking products and services, to
be rolled out in phases, under four key pillars — Save, Invest, Borrow
and Shop. It has also integrated e-commerce to provide a wholesome and
rewarding experience of banking and beyond, under one roof to the
customers.

IMPORTANT DAYS
1. World Suicide Prevention Day: 10th September
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 International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) observes World
Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) on 10 September every year. The
purpose of this day is to raise awareness around the globe that suicide can
be prevented. The theme for the 2021 World Suicide Prevention Day is
“Creating hope through action”.
 History of World Suicide Prevention Day:
 The International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) collaborates
with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Federation
for Mental Health (WFMH) to host World Suicide Prevention Day with
various activities around the world since 2003.
2. World EV Day: 9th September

 World EV Day is observed on September 9 every year. The day marks
the celebration of e-mobility. Special awareness campaigns are organised
globally to educate people about the benefits of electric vehicles. World
EV Day was an initiative created by the sustainability media company
GreenTV.
 The first World EV day was observed in 2020. China is the largest EV
market in the world. It was largely a social media campaign that
encouraged drivers to recognise the benefits of electric vehicles and make
a commitment that the next car they drive will be electric and not run on
conventional fuels.
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3. Himalayan Day 2021: 9th September

 The National Mission for Clean Ganga organized Himalayan Diwas on
September 09, 2021, in association with Naula Foundation. This year’s
theme is ‘Contribution of Himalayas and our responsibilities’. The event
was part of the ongoing celebration of ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’.
 Himalaya Diwas is celebrated every year on 9th September in the state of
Uttarakhand. It is celebrated with the aim to conserve the Himalayan
ecosystem and region. It was officially declared as Himalaya Day in 2015
by the then Chief Minister.
4. United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation: 12th September
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 International Day for South-South Cooperation is observed globally on
12th September every year. The day celebrates the economic, social and
political developments made in recent years by regions and countries in
the south. It also highlights the UN’s efforts to work on technical
cooperation among developing countries.
 Background of International Day for South-South Cooperation:
 The history of the South-South cooperation begins in 1949 with the
establishment of the UN technical aid programme by the Economic and
Social Council and the creation of the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in 1969. In the year 1978, the conference of the
Global South on TCDC adopted the Buenos Aires Plan of Action
(BAPA) for promoting and implementing technical cooperation among
developing countries. This was one of the main pillars for South-South
cooperation.
5. World First Aid Day 2021: 11th September

 World First Aid Day is observed on the second Saturday of September
every year. In 2021 the day is being observed on September 11, 2021.
The day is an annual campaign aimed at promoting the importance of
first aid training and increasing its accessibility to save more lives in a
crisis. When a person suffers from minor or serious injury or illness, the
first and immediate assistance given to the patient is termed as ‘First
Aid’.
 The theme for World First Aid Day 2021 is ‘First aid and road safety’,
according to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC).
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 World First Aid Day: History
 In 2000, World First Aid Day was established by the IFRC and for more
than 100 years, this organisation has been providing first aid services to
people. The history of this day dates back to 1859 when a young
businessman, Henry Dunant, saw the carnage at the battle of Solfrino.
6. Hindi Diwas Celebrated on 14th September

 Hindi Diwas or Hindi Day is observed every year on 14 September to
mark the popularity of Hindi as an official language of India. The
language was adopted under Article 343 of the Indian Constitution. The
first Hindi day was celebrated on 14th September 1953.
 History of Hindi Diwas:
 Later, Pt Jawaharlal Nehru announced this day to be celebrated as Hindi
Diwas in the country.
 There are 22 Scheduled languages of India, of which, two are officially
used at the Union government of India level: Hindi and English.
 Hindi is the fourth most spoken language in the world.
 Hindi Divas is celebrated on 14 September because, on this day in 1949,
the Constituent Assembly of India had adopted Hindi written in
Devanagari script as the official language of the Republic of India.
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SPORTS
1. Guinness World Records recognize Ronaldo for most goals scored

 Portuguese captain Cristiano Ronaldo has broken the world record for
most goals scored in men’s international football. Ronaldo surpassed
Iranian striker Ali Daei’s long-held record of 109 international goals by
scoring a brace against Ireland in a World Cup Qualifier. Ronaldo at 36
years of age is now a Guinness world record holder of most international
goals of all time with 111 goals.
 The Guinness world book of records has recognised Cristiano Ronaldo as
a world record breaker for the most goals scored in international football
(soccer) matches scored by an individual (male). Ronaldo achieved the
feat scoring goals for his native Portugal between 2003 and 2021
proactively over a span of 18 years with a career still going strong as he
looks to overcome yet another new challenge after his move away from
Turin with a year left on his contract with the Bianconeri.
2. Daniel Ricciardo wins Italian Grand Prix 2021
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 Daniel Ricciardo (McLaren, Australian-Italian) has won the Formula One
Italian Grand Prix 2021 title held at Autodromo Nazionale Monza track,
Italy. This is the first victory for McLaren in 9 years. Lando Norris came
second while Valtteri Bottas came third in the F1 race. Lewis Hamilton
and Max Verstappen crash out of Italian Grand Prix 2021 due to
collision.
3. US open 2021 Concludes: Complete List of Winners

 In the men’s category, Daniil Medvedev has lifted his first Grand Slam
trophy after defeating Novak Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 in the US Open
men’s singles final at the Arthur Ashe Stadium in New York. In the
women’s category, Great Britain’s tennis player Emma Raducanu
defeated Canada’s Leylah Annie Fernandez to win the 2021 US Open
women’s singles final title.
 The total prize money for the 2021 US Open is USD 57.5 million, which
is slightly more than the USD 57.2 million in 2019. The 2020 edition had
total prize money of USD 53.4 million because of revenues lost due to no
fans.
Sr No.

Category

Winner

Runner Up

1.

Men’s Singles

Daniil Medvedev

Novak Djokovic

2.

Women’s Singles

Emma Raducanu

Leylah
Fernandez

3.

Men’s Doubles

Ram/Salisbury

Jamie Murray
Bruno Soares

/

4.

Women’s Doubles

Stosur / Zhang

Coco
Gauff
McNally

/

5.

Mixed Doubles

Krawczyk / Salisbury

Giuliana
Olmos/
Marcelo Arevalo

Annie
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4. Jeev Milkha Singh becomes first golfer in world to be granted Dubai
Golden Visa

 Star Indian golfer Jeev Milkha Singh has become the first professional
golfer in the world to receive the prestigious 10-year Dubai Golden Visa
in recognition of his outstanding achievements in the sport. The 49-yearold Jeev has had a long association with Dubai, having featured in several
tournaments and making many friends in the city.
 During the 2001 Dubai Desert Classic, Jeev had established a world
record at that time when he completed the four rounds with just 94 putts
while finishing tied sixth. Jeev, winner of four titles on the European
Tour, four on Japan Golf Tour and six on the Asian Tour, has received
the 10-year ‘Gold card’ for being an elite professional athlete.
 Other sportspersons:
 Other sportspersons who have been granted the Golden Visa by Dubai
include footballers Cristiano Ronaldo, Paul Pogba, Roberto Carlos, Luis
Figo and Romel Lukaku, tennis superstar Novak Djokovic, Indian tennis
star Sania Mirza and her husband and Pakistani cricketer Shoaib Malik.
Bollywood stars Shah Rukh Khan and Sanjay Dutt have also received
their visas.
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5. MS Dhoni to mentor team for the T20 World Cup

 BCCI announced that the former India captain MS Dhoni will mentor the
team for the tournament, which will be played in UAE and Oman in
October and November. He announced his retirement from international
limited-overs cricket on August 15, 2020.
 Dhoni had last played for India in the 2019 ICC World Cup semi-final
against New Zealand. Dhoni, who leads Chennai Super Kings, is a threetime IPL-winning captain and has brought home three major ICC trophies
— World T20, Champions Trophy and World Cup.

APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS
1. Satish Parekh appointed as International Road Federation India president
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 Ashoka Buildcon Managing Director and promoter Satish Parekh has
taken over as the president of the India Chapter of the International Road
Federation (IRF). The governing council of the International Road
Federation unanimously endorsed Satish Parakh as President, IRF-IC. He
takes over from Subhmay Gangopadhyay, former director of Central Road
Research Institute. The Geneva-based global road safety body IRF is
working for better and safer roads worldwide.
2. Tata AIA Life names Neeraj Chopra as brand ambassador

 Tata AIA Life Insurance has announced the signing of a multi-year brand
partnership with Indian athlete and Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra,
as its brand ambassador. This association also marks the very first brand
partnership to be signed with the champion javelin thrower, post his
historic win at the recent Tokyo Olympics.
 Neeraj Chopra closely embodies Tata AIA’s vision of enabling dreams
and inspiring healthier and happier lives and its core value of passion for
excellence. He has consistently set high benchmarks and pioneered change
through dedication to his sport. Over the next few years, Neeraj will
support Tata AIA’s efforts in offering solutions to its consumers across the
country.
3. Centre appoints G.S Pannu as Officiating ITAT President
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 The Central Government has appointed G.S. Pannu as President of the
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. G. S. Pannu is presently a Vice-President,
ITAT, New Delhi and will be Officiating President of ITAT with effect
from September 6, 2021, till the appointment of regular President.
 About the G.S. Pannu:
 Mr. Pannu was born on 01 Aug 1962 at Hoshiarpur (Punjab), he is a C.A
and joined Government Service 14 September 2000. Presently posted as
Vice-President at ITAT, New Delhi. Before joining ITAT, practised as a
Chartered Accountant at New Delhi from 1986-2000.
4. RBI approves re-appointment of V.Vaidyanathan as MD & CEO of IDFC
FIRST Bank

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted its approval for the reappointment of V. Vaidyanathan as the Managing Director & Chief
Executive Officer (‘MD & CEO’) of the IDFC First Bank. Vaidyanathan
has been appointed for a further period of three years, which will be
effective from December 19, 2021. He first took charge as the MD & CEO
of IDFC FIRST Bank in December 2018, after the merger of IDFC Bank
and Capital First.
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5. Nirlep Singh Rai is new CMD of National Fertilzers Ltd.

 State-owned fertiliser firm National Fertilizers Ltd (NFL) has Nirlep
Singh Rai has been appointed as Chairman and Managing Director of the
company. In a regulatory filing, NFL informed that Nirlep Singh Rai,
Director (Technical), has been appointed as Chairman & Managing
Director, on the Board of the company with effect from the date of his
assumption of charge.
 About the Nirlep Singh Rai:
 Rai, who was born in August 1962, is a B.E (Instrumentation & Control)
from Thapar University. Prior to his appointment as Chairman &
Managing Director, he was holding the position of Director (Technical) in
NFL. Rai had also held the position of Chief Executive Officer at
Ramagundam Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd and he had also headed the
Nangal Unit of NFL as Chief General Manager.
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6. CAG GC Murmu gets elected as ASOSAI chairman

 The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, GC Murmu was
elected as the chairman of the assembly of the Asian Organization of
Supreme Audit Institutions (ASOSAI) for a period of three years from
2024 to 2027. Murmu was elected by the 56th governing board of
ASOSAI and approval for the same was conveyed by the 15th assembly of
ASOSAI. India will host the 16th assembly of ASOSAI in 2024.
 The CAG, as the chairman, will be the chief executive of ASOSAI and
represent ASOSAI in its dealings with national and international
organisations. After the election, the CAG assured the members that
during SAI India’s three-year term as chair of the ASOSAI, they will
focus on the areas of environmental audit and leveraging emerging
technologies for audit.
 About the ASOSAI:
 The ASOSAI is one of the regional groups of the International
Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) which aims to
promote understanding and cooperation among member institutions
through the exchange of ideas and experiences in the field of public audit.
 Established in 1979 with 11 members, the membership of the ASOSAI
consists of charter members, members and associate members. The
membership has since grown to 47 SAIs. The assembly consists of all
members of the organisation and meets once in three years.
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7. Iqbal Singh Lalpura named chairman of National Commission for
Minorites

 Former IPS officer Iqbal Singh Lalpura has been appointed chairman of
the National Commission for Minorities. He hails from Punjab and has
authored several books on Sikh philosophy. He has also won several
awards such as the president’s police medal, police medal for meritorious
services, Shiromani Sikh Sahitkar Award and Sikh scholar award.
 Lalpura, during his tenure as IPS officer, served as SSP Amritsar, SSP
Tarantaran, and Additional inspector general CID Amritsar. He joined BJP
in 2012 after retirement. Lalpura has written nearly 14 books on Sikh
philosophy and history, such as ‘Japji Sahib ek vichaar’, Gurbaani ek
vichaar’, and ‘Raj Karega Khalsa’.
8. Yahoo Appoints Jim Lanzone as its new CEO
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 The web service provider, Yahoo has named Jim Lanzone as its new chief
executive officer (CEO). He was currently serving as the CEO of the
Dating app Tinder. Jim Lanzone will replace Guru Gowrappan, to the post
of Yahoo CEO. As for Tinder, Renate Nyborg has been appointed as the
new CEO of the dating app to replace Lanzone.
 Prior to his stint as CEO of the dating app Tinder, Lanzone had led the
digital operations of CBS Corporation as Chief Digital Officer and Chief
Executive Officer of CBS Interactive. He had joined CBS after its
acquisition of Clicker Media in 2011, where he was co-founder and CEO.
He served in multiple executive roles at search engine Ask.com, including
as CEO after the company’s acquisition by IAC/InterActiveCorp from
2001 to 2008. Lanzone is also a member of the board of directors of
GoPro.
9. Vijay Goel named as Vice Chairman of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti

 Former Union Minister, Vijay Goel has been appointed as the ViceChairman of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS). It is the site of
the Martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation. Gandhi
Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS) was formed in September 1984 as an
autonomous body. It is functioning under constructive advice and financial
support from the Ministry of Culture. It is located in New Delhi.
 The Prime Minister of India is the Chairperson of Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan Samiti (GSDS). The objective of the Samiti is to propagate the
life, mission and thought of Mahatma Gandhi through various socioeducational and cultural programmes.
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10. Pawan Goenka appointed chairperson of In-SPACe

 Former managing director of Mahindra & Mahindra Pawan Kumar
Goenka has been appointed as the chairperson of the Indian National
Space Promotion Authorization Centre (In-SPACe). During his R&D
tenure in M&M, he led the development of the Scorpio SUV. IN-SPACe
functions as an independent nodal agency under the Department of Space,
Government of India.
 Goenka, an IIT alumnus, had been associated with two major automobile
companies – General Motors and Mahindra & Mahindra – in his
professional career that spanned over four decades. He retired as the MD
of the company on April 1, 2021, after spending 27 years with the
Mahindra Group.
11. Adobe appoints Prativa Mohpatra as India MD and VP
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 US tech giant Adobe has announced the appointment of Prativa Mohapatra
as vice president and managing director for Adobe India. In this role,
Mohapatra will lead Adobe’s India business across Adobe Experience
Cloud, Adobe Creative Cloud and Adobe Document Cloud, reporting to
Simon Tate, Adobe’s president for the Asia Pacific (APAC).
 Mohapatra’s career spans over 25 years in the technology industry. She
joins Adobe from tech firm IBM, where she served as vice president of
digital sales for APAC. Prior to that, she led sales for IBM India and South
Asia where she was responsible for driving revenue for the company’s
portfolio of solutions and services.
12. Justice Venugopal appointed as acting Chairperson of NCLAT

 Justice M. Venugopal has been named as the new Acting Chairperson of
the appellate tribunal, National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT). This is the third time in a row that an Acting Chairperson is at
the helm of the NCLAT, after the retirement of permanent Chairperson
Justice S J . Mukhopadhaya on March 14, 2020.
 Justice Bansi Lal Bhat was the first Acting Chairperson from March 15,
2020, followed by Justice A I S Cheema from April 19, 2021, and
subsequently Justice M. Venugopal from September 11, 2021.
 Who is Justice M. Venugopal?
 He is a former judge of the High Court of Madras. He had joined as a SubJudge in Tamil Nadu State Judicial Service on June 5, 1997, and later was
elevated to Madras High Court in November 2007, where he had served
for eleven-and-a-half years.
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 About the NCLAT:
 The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act,
2013 for hearing appeals against the orders of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT).
 It is also an appellate tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed
by NCLT under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), and by the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI).
 It is also the appellate tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any
direction issued or decision made or order passed by the Competition
Commission of India (CCI).

AWARDS AND HONOURS
1. Trichy Golden Rock Workshop bags best Energy Efficient Unit Award

 The Golden Rock Railway Workshop (GOC), Tiruchchirappalli has
bagged 22nd National Award for Excellence in Energy Management
from the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for having adopted and
implemented various energy conservation measures. GOC Workshop is
the o-nly workshop of Indian Railways to have received the award this
year.
 About the awards:
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 The National Awards for Excellence in Energy Management is instituted
by CII, to catalyze significant and innovative practices in the energy
efficiency sector. CII conducts this annual event to recognize and award
excellence in energy management among the industrial sector and railway
workshops across the country and facilitate sharing of information o-n
best practices & technologies.
2. Susanna Clarke wins Women’s Prize for Fiction 2021

 Author Susanna Clarke won the Women’s Prize for Fiction 2021 for her
novel ‘Piranesi’. Novelist and Booker-winner Bernardine Evaristo
chaired the Women’s Prize judging panel this year. ‘Piranesi’ is narrated
by a man living in a labyrinthine, statue-filled house — alone except for a
visitor known as the Other — that comprises his whole universe. Susanna
Clarke: English author known for her debut novel Jonathan Strange & Mr
Norrell.
3. ICRISAT awarded “AFRICA FOOD PRIZE 2021”
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 Hyderabad-based International Crops Research Institute for the SemiArid Tropics (ICRISAT) has been awarded the Africa Food Prize for
2021 for improving food security in sub-Saharan Africa. The Tropical
Legumes Project developed 266 varieties of improved legumes and half a
million tons of seeds for a range of legume crops, including cowpeas,
pigeon peas, chickpea, common bean, groundnut, and soybean. The
improved seeds benefitted over 25 million farmers in climate-resilient
approaches and to control pest outbreaks across the region.
 About ICRISAT:
 ICRISAT is a non-profit, non-political public international research
organisation that conducts agricultural research for development in Asia
and sub-Saharan Africa with a wide array of partners throughout the
world.

NATIONAL
1. India’s 1st Emergency landing Facility on National Highway in Rajasthan

 Union Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh and Union Highways Minister,
Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the Emergency Landing Facility on a National
Highway in Rajasthan. This emergency landing facility has been
constructed on the Satta-Gandhav stretch of National Highway (NH)
925A in Barmer, Rajasthan. This is the first time that a national highway
(NH-925) will be used for the emergency landing of IAF aircraft. The
project will cost 765.52 crores under the Bharatmala Pariyojana.
 About the highway:
 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has developed a 3-km
section of the Satta-Gandhav stretch of NH-925A, as an emergency
landing facility (ELF) for the IAF.
 It is part of a newly developed two-lane paved shoulder of the GagariyaBakhasar and Satta-Gandhav section having a total length of 196.97 km.
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 Apart from the Emergency Landing Strip, 3 helipads (size 100 x 30
metres each) have been constructed in Kundanpura, Singhania and
Bakhasar villages in this project, according to the requirements of the Air
Force/Indian Army, which will be the basis for strengthening the Indian
Army and security network on the western international border of the
country.
2. Uttarakhand, Punjab, Tamil Nadu get new governors

 President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Lt Gen Gurmit Singh, who
retired as the deputy chief of Army, governor of Uttarakhand, a post
which fell vacant after Baby Rani Maurya tendered her resignation.
According to a Rashtrapati Bhavan communique, President Ram Nath
Kovind accepted the resignation of Maurya and appointed Singh as the
governor of the state.
 Shuffling of governors:
 The President also appointed Banwarilal Purohit, currently the Governor
of Tamil Nadu, as the Governor of Punjab.
 R.N.Ravi, presently the Governor of Nagaland, has been made the
Governor of Tamil Nadu.
 Professor Jagdish Mukhi, Governor of Assam is appointed to discharge
the functions of the Governor of Nagaland in addition to his own duties
until regular arrangements are made.
 The President’s office, in an official release, mentioned that the new
appointments will take effect from the dates they assume charge of their
respective offices.
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3. PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Sardardham

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Sardardham Bhavan
in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, via video conferencing. He also performed the
“Bhoomi Pujan” of the Sardardham Phase-II Kanya Chhatralaya (girls’
hostel) project. Both these establishments are dedicated to the “Iron Man
of India,” Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The project is developed by the
Vishwa Patidar Samaj.
 About the project:
 The state-of-the-art Sardardham Bhavan provides separate hostel
facilities to girls and boys from rural areas who aspire for better career
prospects.
 Phase I of the Sardardham Bhavan project is built over an area of 11,672
square feet at an estimated cost of Rs 200 crore, near the Vaishnodevi
circle in the Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar border area. It will house 1,600
students, including 800 boys and 800 girls.
 The Phase II of the Sardardham project is expected to house around 2,000
girl students. The project will be built at the cost of another Rs 200 crore.
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4. India’s largest open air fernery opened in Uttarakhand

 India’s largest open-air fernery has been inaugurated in Ranikhet of
Uttarakhand. The new centre will serve the dual objective of
‘conservation of fern species as well as ‘create awareness about their
ecological role and promote further research. The fernery is home to a
large number of fern species, some of which are endemic to the state,
some hold medicinal value while some are threatened species that
demand care and conservation.
 About the centre:
 The fernery has the largest collection of fern species, second to only
Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanical Garden and Research Institute
(TBGRI), Thiruvananthapuram. However, it is the country’s first open-air
fernery in natural surroundings which is not under any poly-house/ shade
house.
 The Ranikhet fernery has around 120 different types of fern, spreads over
four acres of land at an altitude of 1,800 metres.
 The facility has been developed under Central Government’s
Compensatory Afforestation Management Funds Management and
Planning Authority (CAMPA) scheme, by the Research Wing of
Uttarakhand Forest Department over a period of three years.
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INTERNATIONAL
1. Cuba becomes first country in world to begin vaccinating toddlers

 Cuba became the first country in the world to vaccinate children from the
age of two against COVID-19, using home-grown jabs not recognised by
the World Health Organisation. The communist island of 11.2 million
people aims to inoculate all its children before reopening schools that
have been closed for the most part since March 2020.
 Countries such as China, the United Arab Emirates and Venezuela have
announced they plan to vaccinate younger children, but Cuba is the first
to do so. The Cuban vaccines, the first developed in Latin America, have
not undergone international, scientific peer review.
2. China swuccessfully launches new Earth observation satellite ”Gaofen-5
02”
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 China successfully launched a new Earth observation satellite, Gaofen-5
02, into space, aboard a Long March-4C rocket, from the Taiyuan
Satellite Launch Centre in north China’s Shanxi Province. The Gaofen-5
02 satellite is the 24th in the series of Gaofen Earth-observation satellites
of China, to monitor environmental protection efforts and boost its
natural resources surveillance.
 About the Gaofen-5 02:
 Gaofen-5 02 is a hyperspectral satellite that will be used for
comprehensive environmental monitoring, to improve the country’s
hyperspectral observation capacity of the atmosphere, water and land.
3. EI Salvador becomes 1st country to adopt Bitcoin as national Currency

 El Salvador has become the first country in the world to accept Bitcoin as
legal tender. The government of El Salvador claimed that the move will
give many citizens of the country access to bank services for the first
time. In addition, trading in cryptocurrency will help the country save
around $400 million in fees that is levied by banks and financial
institutions on the money sent home by expats.
 The acceptance of Bitcoin as a legal currency by El Salvador follows a
law approved by the country’s parliament in June. At the time, the
country allowed Bitcoin to be accepted as tender for all goods and
services. The bill was approved within 24 hours of being presented to
Congress by President Nayib Bukele.
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4. Aziz Akhannouch elected as new PM of Morocco

 Aziz Akhannouch has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of
Morocco by the country’s King Mohammed VI. Akhannouch’s National
Rally of Independents (RNI) party secured 102 out of the 395 seats in the
parliament election, held on September 10, 2021. Prior to this
appointment, the 60-year-old was the Minister of Agriculture from 2007
to 2021.
 The announcement came after Akhannouch’s National Rally of
Independents (RNI) party triumphed in Wednesday’s parliamentary polls.
The pro-business RNI managed to secure 102 out of the 395 seats in
parliament, toppling the moderate Islamist Justice and Development Party
(PJD), which won a paltry 13 seats.

DEFENCE
1. India’s first long-range nuclear missile tracking ship INS Dhruv
commissioned
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 India’s first nuclear-missile tracking ship, named INS Dhruv, has been
commissioned from Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. The 10,00 tonnes
satellite and ballistic missile tracking ship has been built by the Hindustan
Shipyard Limited in collaboration with the DRDO and National
Technical Research Organisation (NTRO).
 About the INS Dhruv:
 INS Dhruv is capable of tracking nuclear missiles at a long range, which
makes it useful to provide early warning of attacks by ballistic missiles
launched from Pakistan and China.
 India now joins an elite list of countries consisting of France, the US, the
UK, Russia, and China, who possess and operate such ships.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1. Skyroot Aerospace becomes first Space tech startup to formally tie-up with
ISRO

 A Hyderabad-based Space technology startup, Skyroot Aerospace has
become the first private company to formally enter into an agreement
with the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). The Framework
MoU will allow the company to undertake multiple tests and access
facilities at various ISRO centres and avail the technical expertise of
ISRO for testing and qualifying their space launch vehicle systems and
subsystems.
 The agreement was signed by R Umamaheswaran, scientific secretary at
ISRO and chairman at Interim IN-SPACe Committee, and Pawan
Chandana, who is the CEO of Skyroot Aerospace.
 About the Skyroot Aerospace:
 Skyroot, founded by former ISRO scientists, is building the Vikram
series of rockets to carry small satellites into space.
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 The startup has already test fired its solid propulsion rocket engine named
Kalam-5, whose bigger version will power its rockets.
 Skyroot Aerospace is building the Vikram series of rockets to carry small
satellites into space. The first launch vehicle in the series, Vikram-1 is
scheduled to be launch in 2022.

OBITUARIES
1. Former Union minister Oscar Fernandes passes away

 Veteran Rajya Sabha MP and former Union minister Oscar Fernandes has
passed away. The senior Congress leader had served as the Union
Cabinet Minister for Transport, Road and Highways and Labour and
Employment, in Manmohan Singh’s UPA government. He had served the
Lok Sabha for five terms and was the sitting member of the Rajya Sabha
in his third term. He was also the chairman of the Central Election
Authority of the All India Congress Committee (AICC). He was a trained
Kuchipudi dancer.

MISCELLANEOUS
1. India’s first high ash coal gasification based methanol production plant
inaugurated

10th Sept. to 14th Sept 2021

 India’s first indigenously Designed High Ash Coal Gasification Based
Methanol Production Plant at Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL)
Research and Development Centre, Hyderabad was inaugurated. The
project was funded by the Department of Science and Technology, which
provided a Rs 10 crore grant, at the initiative of NITI Aayog, PMO-India
and the Ministry of Coal.
 About the plant:
 The facility can create 0.25 ton per day (TPD) Methanol from high ash
Indian coal using a 1.2 TPD Fluidized bed gasifier.
 The purity of the crude methanol produced is between 98 and 99.5 per
cent.
 What is Methanol?
 Methanol is utilized as a motor fuel, to power ship engines, and to
generate clean power all over the world. Methanol is also used to
generate di-methyl ether (DME), a liquid fuel that is very similar to diesel
— existing diesel engines simply need to be minimally changed to use
DME instead of diesel.
2. World’s largest plant capturing carbon from air opens in Iceland

 The world’s largest plant designed to capture carbon dioxide out of the
air began its operations in Iceland. The plant is named Orca, which means
‘Energy’ in Icelandic word. It will suck out up to 4,000 tons of CO2 per
year.
 About the plant:
 The carbon dioxide captured directly from the air will be deposited
underground at a depth of 1,000 metres, where it would be turned into
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rock.
 The facility has been developed by Icelandic carbon storage firm Carbfix,
in partnership with Swiss start-up Climeworks AG, which specialises in
capturing carbon dioxide directly from the air.
 The technology launched may become a major tool in the fight against
climate change.

