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IMPORTANT DAYS
1. World Bamboo Day: 18th September

 World Bamboo Day is observed every year on 18 September to raise
awareness of the benefits of bamboo and to promote its use in everyday
products. Bamboos are used for various purposes mainly in East and
Southeast Asia. Bamboo is a tall, tree-like grass of the family Poaceae. It
comprises more than 115 genera and 1,400 species.
 The theme for the 12th edition of WBD 2021 is ‘#PlantBamboo: It Is
Time To Plant Bamboo’
 History of the day:
 WBD was officially declared by the World Bamboo Organization on
September 18 at the 8th World Bamboo Congress held in Bangkok in
2009. The aim of the WBO is to bring the potential of bamboo to more
elevated exposure, to promote new cultivation of bamboo for new
industries in regions across the world, and also to promote traditional
uses locally for community economic development, etc.
2. International Equal Pay Day: 18th September
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 International Equal Pay Day is celebrated on 18 September. The
inaugural edition of the day was observed in the year 2020. The day aims
to achieve equal pay for work of equal value and break the walls against
all forms of discrimination, including discrimination against women and
girls.
 History of the day:
 The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution to observe September 18
as International Equal Pay Day, on November 15, 2019, which was
introduced by the Equal Pay International Coalition (EPIC). The
resolution was co-sponsored by a total of 105 member states. As well as
recognising the contribution of workers’ and employers’ organizations,
and businesses, the resolution also acknowledged the work and
contribution of EPIC to achieving equal pay.
3. World Water Monitoring Day: 18th September

 The World Water Monitoring Day is observed every year on September
18 since 2003 to increase public awareness and involvement in water
monitoring and protecting water resources around the world. This day is
celebrated to increase public awareness and involvement in water
monitoring and protecting water resources around the world. World
Water Monitoring Day engages people of all ages in monitoring the
condition of local rivers, streams, estuaries and other water bodies. The
theme of World Water Day 2021 is valuing water.
 History:
 The day was established in 2003 by America’s Clean Water Foundation
(ACWF) as a global educational outreach program by engaging citizens
to conduct basic monitoring of their local water bodies. The event is now
coordinated by the Water Environment Federation and the International
Water Association.
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4. International Coastal Clean-Up Day 2021: 18th September

 The International Coastal Cleanup Day is traditionally held on the third
Saturday in September. In 2021, the day is being held on 18 September.
The theme of International Coastal Clean-Up Day 2021: “Keep trash in
the bin and not in the ocean”. Coastal Cleanup Day was established by
the Ocean Conservancy, an organization that works to help protect the
ocean from the challenges it faces every year.
 History of the day:
 The first International Coastal Cleanup Day was observed in 1986. The
day aims to increase public awareness about the accumulation and
negative impacts of litter in oceans, on coastlines and on beaches.
5. International Red Panda Day 2021

 The International Red Panda Day (IRPD) is celebrated on the third
Saturday of September every year to raise public awareness and support
for red panda conservation issues. In 2021, the IRPD is being observed
on 18 September 2021. The day was launched by the Red Panda Network
in 2010. The first international red Panda day was celebrated on 18th
September 2010.
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 About Red Pandas:
 There are two distinct species of red pandas Ailurus fulgens is commonly
known as Himalayan Red Panda and Ailurus fulgens styani commonly
known as Chinese Red Panda, these are mostly found in the Eastern
Himalayan region and southwestern China. Genetically the red pandas
belong to the order of Carnivora, but mostly eat bamboo shoots,
mushrooms etc and also eat birds, eggs, and insects. The average lifespan
of these red pandas is 23 years and the female pandas stop breeding after
the age of 12.
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APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS
1. Former SC Judges Indu Malhotra appointed DDCA Ombudsman

 Former Supreme Court judge, Justice (Retired) Indu Malhotra will be the
new Ombudsman cum Ethics Officer of Delhi and Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA) for a period of one year was made. The DDCA’s
general body, headed by its president Rohan Jaitley, decided on 65-yearold Justice (Retd) Malhotra’s appointment.
 In 2007, Malhotra was designated senior advocate by the Supreme Court
and she became only the second woman to be designated by the apex
court after a gap of three decades. She has been appointed amicus curiae
by different benches of the Supreme Court in some matters. After serving
as legal counsel in the Supreme Court for 30 years, she was unanimously
recommended for appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court.
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2. SBI’s Amit Saxena joins RBI Innovation Hub as CTO

 Global Deputy CTO of State Bank of India, Amit Saxena has joined RBI
Innovation Hub as the Chief Technology Officer (CTO). The Reserve
Bank announced that it would set up Reserve Bank Innovation Hub
(RBIH) to promote innovation across the financial sector by leveraging
on technology and creating an environment that would facilitate and
foster innovation.
 About the RBIH:
 The RBIH shall create an ecosystem that would focus on promoting
access to financial services and products. This will also promote financial
inclusion.
 The Hub will collaborate with financial sector institutions, the technology
industry, and academic institutions and coordinate efforts for the
exchange of ideas and development of prototypes related to financial
innovations.
 It would develop internal infrastructure to promote fintech research and
facilitate engagement with innovators and start-ups.
3. Alka Nangia Arora appoints as CMD of NSIC
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 Alka Nangia Arora has been appointed as the Chairman cum Managing
Director (CMD) of the National Small Industries Corporation Ltd.
(NSIC). She has taken the additional charge of the post on September 14,
2021. She is a Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises.
 About the National Small Industries Corporation Limited:
 The National Small Industries Corporation Limited (NSIC) is a Mini
Ratna company established in 1955. It falls under the Ministry of Micro,
Small & Medium Enterprises of India and serves as a nodal agency for
several schemes of the Ministry of MSME.

AWARDS AND HONOURS
1. Ayann Shankta named as “2021 International Yoga Eco-Hero”

 A 12-year-old environmental activist from Mumbai, Maharashtra, Ayaan
Shankta has been named as “2021 International Young Eco-Hero”. He
won the 3rd prize under the Age Group: 8-14 for his project
“Conservation and Rehabilitation of Powai Lake” and became one of the
25 global winners of the Young Eco-Hero Award 2021. The award
presented by “The Action for Nature”, San Francisco based NGO,
recognize young people (8 to 16 years old) for their environmental
achievements.
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DEFENCE
1. Indo-Nepal joint military exercise Surya Kiran-XV to begin at Pithoragarh

 The 15th edition of Indo–Nepal Joint Military Training Exercise Surya
Kiran will be held from September 20, 2021, at Pithoragarh in
Uttarakhand. The previous edition of the Exercise Surya Kiran was
conducted in Nepal in 2019. The exercise was called off in 2020, due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.
 During the exercise:
 The Indian Army and Nepali Army would share their experiences of
various counter-insurgency operations, and familiarise themselves with
each other’s weapons, equipment, tactics, techniques and procedures of
operating in a counter-insurgency environment in mountainous terrain.
 The joint military training will help in improving bilateral relations and
further strengthen the traditional friendship between the two nations.
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OBITUARIES
1. 2 times Olympic Gold Medalist Yuriy Sedykh passes away
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 Double Olympic hammer throw gold medallist Yuriy Sedykh, a
Ukrainian track and field athlete who represented the Soviet Union until
1991, has passed away. He set the world record for the hammer throw
with a throw of 86.74 metres at the European Championships in Stuttgart
in 1986 which is still not broken. He won his first gold medal at the 1976
Olympics in Montreal and his second gold at the 1980 Olympics in
Moscow.
2. Former India player and Mohun Bagan great Bhabani Roy pasases away

 Former India footballer and Mohun Bagan captain, Bhabani Roy passed
away. He was joined Bagan in 1966 and played for the club till 1972. He
represented India in the 1969 Merdeka Cup and played in three matches.
Bhabani Roy helped Mohun Bagan win the Rovers Cup in 1968, 1970,
1971 and 1972 (Joint Winner). At the domestic level, he was part of the
West Bengal team that won the Santosh Trophy in 1968 and 1971.
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